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FM AMBASSADOR: GODLEY»s VIENTTANE 682 [ON-FILENSCRELEASE]
TO: IMMEDIATE WHITE HOUSE FOR DR, K1SSINGER EYES ONLY INSTRUCTIONS APPLY
REF: WHITE HOUSE 30262 AND WHITE HOUSE 30267

1, SAW SOUVANNA 1100 TODAY, TOLD HIM OF YDOUR PLANS AND HE
SUGGESTED DINNER 8:15 FOR YOUs SULLIVANs; NDTETAKER AND'

MYSELF. 1 ASKED WHO WOULD BE THERE ON THE LAD SIDE AND HE DOS Review
SAID HE DID NOT REPEAT NOT YET KNOW BUT AGREED WITH MY Completed
SUGGESTION THAT SISOUK BE AMONG THOSE PRESENT,

2. 1 THEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF UNCONDITTIONAL IMMEDIATE
CEASEFTRE AND' HE SAID WHAT WORRIED HIM WAS WHETHER THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE WOULD STOP- FIGHTING: WHICH WAS WHAT HE PLANNED

TO ASK YOU TO: OBTAIN FOR HIM IN HANDI. I TOLD HIM I THOUGHT
THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN OBTAINED BY 'YOU IN PARIS WITH THE

NORTH VIETNAMESE PROMISE TO WITHDRAW PLUS. THE FACT" ‘THAT

SINCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DO NOT ADMITY THEY HAVE TROOPS IN
LAOS A PATHET LAO AGREEMENT TO AN IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE 1S ALL
THAT 1S REQUIRED. 1 THEN READ CAREFULLY TOD THE PRIME MINISTER
YOUR WHITE HDUSE 30267. 1 ELABORATED ON THE MILITARY
SITUATIONs . POINTING OUT THAT IN PRACTICALLY EVERY AREA OF
LAOS THE ENEMY WAS ETTHER ADVANCING DR WAS POISED TD DESTROY
FRIENDLY FORCESs I TOLD SOUVANNA THAT HE HAD TO RISK THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE NOT REPEAT NOT CONTINUING TO FIGHTs FOR

H1S ONLY OTHER: ALTERNATIVE WAS LOSING ADDITIBNAL TERRTTORY,

3, SDUVANNA. ACCEPTED THIS AND SAID HE WOULD CONVDKE: PHOUMI
VONGVICHIT FIRST ‘THING TOMDRROW MORNING AND TRY TO. ARRANGE
FOR A CEASEFIRE THAT WOULD DCCUR FEBRUARY 11 OR 12, I
REQUESTED THAT HE INFORM ME AS TO THE DETAILS. OF "THE
DISCUSSION TOMORROW WITH PHOUMI AND HE SAID HE: HDULD;«

4, 1 THEN ASKED HIM WHAT WERE THE POINTS THAT HE REJECTED  jwioricosososst
IN PHOUMI'S PIECE OF PAPER THAT THEY DISCUSSED YESTERDAY

MORNING. SBUVANNA SAID THERE WERE FOUR POINTS» THE FIRST
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BEING THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST NEUTRALISTS IN' FUTURE

GOVERNMENTS, . SOUVANNA. SAID THAT HE WDULD NOT RECOGNIZE THE

COMMUNIST NEUTRALISTS AND THAT THEY EITHER HAD.TO BE _

CONSIDERED REAL NEUTRALISTS DR PATHET LAD. THE SECOND POINT

WAS. THE WITHDRAWAL OF | FORCES. SPECIFIC 25%1
REFERENCES: | WAS  UNACCEPTABLE TOD 25%1
SOUVANNA IN THAT THERE WAS NO MENTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE

FORCES. HE THEREFORE PROPOSED THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL "FOREIGN"

FORCES, THE THIRD POINT WAS A REFERENCE IN THE PL DRAFT Tn

CESSATION OF AMERICAN BOMBING,. THE PRIME MINISTER

PROPOSED CESSATION OF ALL BOMBING, THE FINAL PDINT WAS THE

OVERFLIGHT DF PATHET LAD TERRIROTYs WHICH WAS PROHIBITED

IN THE PL_DRAFT BUT WHICH SOUVANNA SAID WAS ESSENTIAL IN

ORDER THAT THE RLG COULD RESUPPLY ITS CIVILIAN AND/OR

MILITARY ENCLAVES IN PATHET LAD TERRIROTY. SOUVANNA ALSO

SAID THAT WHEREAS PREVIOUS ORAFTS HAD MENTIONED THE WITH=

DRAWAL OF ALL! FOREIGN FORCES FROM LAGS IN 90 DAYS HE TOLD

PHOUMI HE THOUGHT THIS PERIOD SHOULD BE REDUCED TO 60 DAYS,

5, 1 REITERATED ‘THE NECESSITY FOR AN :EARLY CEASEFIRE AND
HE SAID I COULD ASSURE YOU THAT HE WOULD DD HIS. UTMOST IN
THIS DOMAIN,. I LEFT WITH HIM A COPY DF THE PIECE OF PAPER
THAT OCM DEAN. LEFT YESTERDAY WITH PHENG PHONGSAVAN, WHICH
WAS. REPORTED IN VIENTIANE 0907,

6. COMMENT:: YOU MENTION IN PARAGRAPH 1 YOUR CONCERN OVER REPORTS
EMANATING FROM VIENTIANE THAT THE RLG NEGOTIATORS ARE.

SPURNING THE PATHET LAD OFFER OF AN IMMEDIATE UNCOND I~

TIONAL CEASEFIRE. 'TO THE BEST OF MY KNDWLEDGE» THE

PATHET LAD HAVE CONTINUED TO LINK MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS

TO A POLITICAL FRAMEWORK TOD BE IMPLEMENTED AFTER A CEASE~

FIRE. HENCE» EVERY INDICATION POINTS TO THE PATHET LAD

SO FAR NOT HAVING SEPARATED THE BROAD POLITICAL. CONSIDERA=-

TIONS FROM THE STRICTLY MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE CEASEFIRE,

[F THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NEGOTIATORS IN PARIS TOLD US THAT

THEY WOULD TELL THE PATHET LAQ TQ SIGN A STRICTLY MILITARY
CEASEFIRE WITH THE RLGs THIS LINE HAS NOT YET BEEN

CLEARLY REFLECTED IN THE LPF NEGOTIATION TACTICS WITH

THE RLG. | | 25%1

25X1

REREADING THE REPD 0
THE PRESIDENT» WE AGREED WITH SQUVANNA THAT THERE SHOULD
NOT BE' A LENGTHY '‘GAP BETWEEN THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE
CEASEFIRE IN. YIETNAM AND THOSE OF CEASEFIRES IN LADS AND
CAMBODIA. THIS REQUIRESs HOWEVER, THAT THE PATHET LAD
DISASSOCIATE THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF A CEASFIRE

- . RECALLED: . .
PS‘N‘:Q‘QS}BO‘ PAGE 02 TDR_=038108!15Z DTG:0707422
T SECRET xexhnkaS COPY

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/17 : LOC-HAK-248-10-34-8



No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/17 : LOC-HAK-248-10-34-8

PV

kR S ECRET akkkkkS COPY

FROM A STRICTLY MILITARY CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT.

| YOU WILL NOTE FROM VIENTIANE 0907 THAT WE: CONVEYED
IN STRONG TERMS. THE POINTS MADE IN STATE 022116s
SPECIFICALLY URGING THE RLG TO NEGOTIATE ON A BASIS OF
A CEASEFIRE IN PLACE RATHER THAN INSISTING ON A WITH=
DRAWAL 'TO THE JQNE 1962 POSITION WITHIN A SPECIFIED PERIOD
AFTER THE SIGNING OF A CEASEFIRE,

1 SHOULD ADD THAT EVEN A STRICTLY MILITARY CEASEFIRE
AGREEMENT RAISES 'SOME BASIC PDLITICAL PROBLEMS. SUCH AS.
WHAT PARTIES WILL BE REPRESENTED IN THE JOINT LAD
MILITARY COMMISSION, THE PATHET LAD ARE PUSHING THE PRO-
COMMUNIST DEUANIST NEUTRALISTS AS' THE REPRESENTATIVES.

OF THE NEUTRALIST SIDE AND THIS. POSITION IS COMPLETELY
UNACCEPTABLE 70 SOUVANNA, TO SOME EXTENT THE COMPOSITION
OF THE JOINT LAOD: MILITARY CDMM!SSIGN WILL DETERMINE THE
STATUS OF THE/ DEUANIST IN A FUTURE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT
AND THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS FOR THE DIFFICULTIES THE
RLG AND LPF ARE EXPERIENCING IN COMING TO TERMS ON A MILI-"

TARY CEASEFIRE.

. GODLEY
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